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To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Pubeic  Hearth  and  Housing 
Committee  of  the  Berkshire  County  Councie. 


I herewith  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  Public  Health 
in  the  Area  of  the  Administrative  County  of  Berkshire. 

The  birth  rate  of  14.21  per  1,CC0  population,  whilst  lower  than  the 
average  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years,  shows  an  increase  as  compared 
with  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 

The  death  rate  of  11.63  per  1,000  population  is  lower  than  the  rate  for 
1937. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  40  per  1,000  live  births  is  lower  than  the 
figure  for  the  preceding  year. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications 
received  in  respect  of  both  diphtheria  and  scarlatina.  Four  hundred  cases 
of  scarlatina,  the  majority  of  which  were  mild  in  character,  were  recorded. 
Two  hundred  notifications  of  diphtheria  were  received  as  compared  with 
81  for  the  year  immediately  preceding.  Measles,  which  affected  adversely 
the  number  of  attendances  at  several  schools,  was  also  prevalent. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  the  increased  use  which  has  been  made  of 
the  maternity  and  child  welfare  services  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  facilities 
available  will  be  even  more  widely  used  in  the  future. 

On  April  1st,  1938  the  veterinary  duties,  previously  undertaken  by  the 
council’s  staff,  were  transferred  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

I desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the  several  committees  for  their  valued 
support  and  my  staff  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  performed 
their  duties. 


A.  RICHMOND, 

County  Medical  Officer  and 
Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


11,  Abbot’s  Walk, 
Reading. 

14th  August,  1939. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICES. 

11,  Abbot’s  Walk,  The  Forbury,  Reading.  Tel.  Reading,  3081. 

COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  AND  CHIEF  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER 
A.  Richmond,  M.C.  ; M.B.,  Ch.B.  Viet.  ; D.P.H,  Cambridge. 

ASSISTANT  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER  AND  GENERAL  MEDICAL 
ASSISTANT. 

D.  Kemp,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  Manchester. 

ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

W.  C.  D.  Waemseey,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  Manchester. 

ASSISTANT  SCHOOL  AND  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICERS. 

H.  M.  Agnew,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  Ed.,  L.R.F.p.s.  Glds.,  D.P.H,,  Oxford 
C.  L.  Herklots,  M.A.,  Oxon,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH 
OF  T.iK  Sanitary  Districts  in  Berkshire,  1938. 


Names  and  addresses. 


Districts. 


CROFTS,  ARTHUR  D.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
Lond.,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

The  Old  Institute  House,  Sheet  Street, 
Windsor  (Tel.  334  Windsor). 

PATERSON,  JAMES  J.,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  B.S.,  Lond., 
D.P.H.,  R.C.P.S.,  Lond. 

Guildhall,  Maidenhead  (Tel.  549  Maidenhead) 


SI  SAM,  W.,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  Birm.,  D.P.H.  Camb. 
Bank  Chambers,  Cross  Street,  Reading. 

(Tel.  4647  Reading). 


New  Windsor  Urban. 


East  Berks  United  Districts,  viz., 
Maidenhead  and  Wokingham 
Urban  ; Cookham,  Easthamp- 
stead,  Windsor  and  Wokingham 
Rural. 

West  Berks  United  Districts,  viz., 
Abingdon,  Newbury,  Walling- 
ford and  Wantage  Urban  ; 
Abingdon,  Bradfield,  Faringdon, 
Hungerford,  Newbury,  Walling- 
ford, and  Wantage  Rural. 


CONSULTANTS 

For  Puerperal  Fever  and  other  complications  associated  with 

Pregnancy. 


G.  O.  LAMBERT,  M.D.,  B.Ch., 
9,  Eldon  Square, 

Reading.  (Tel.  3958). 
F.  G.  PROUDFOOT,  M.D.,  C.M., 
43,  St.  Giles’, 

Oxford.  (Tel.  2105). 
D.  M.  V/.  MAXWELL,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
F.RU.S., 

Eton  Court  House,  Eton, 

Windsor.  (Tel.  24). 


C.  B.  BAXTER,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S., 
26,  Bath  Road, 

R-eading.  (Tel.  4636). 
W.  D.  STURROCK,  M.D.,  B.Ch., 
32,  Holywell, 

Oxford.  (Tel.  2629). 
J.  H.  SPENCE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
M.B.,  B.Ch., 

60,  Banbury  Road, 

Oxford.  (Tel,  3274). 


For  Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

J.  MILLS,  M.D.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Pathological  Laboratory,  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading.  (Tel.  2231.) 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS 
OF  Urban  and  Rural  Sanitary  Districts. 
Berkshire,  1938. 


Names  ajnd  Addresses. 

tSAFFIN,  GIFFORD,  (Cert.)  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.B 

Council  Offices.  The  Abbey  House,  Abingdon. 

tHARDING,  W.  E.  (Cert.)  R.S.I  

Guildhall,  Maidenhead. 

tHAGUE,  J.  (Cert.)  R.S.I 

Town  Hall,  Newbury. 

fARNOLD,  F.  (Cert.)  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.B.  

Town  Hall,  Windsor. 

FLOORS,  C.  J.  (Cert.)  R.S.I 

Town  Hall,  Wallingford. 

JAMES,  H.  VIVIAN.  (Cert.)  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.B 

Town  Hall,  Wantage. 

HOLE,  R.  R , (Cert.)  R.S.I 

Town  Hall,  Wokingham. 

tUPTON,  T.  E.  (Cert.)  R.S.I.  

60,  Bath  Street,  Abingdon. 

fWINDLE,  T.  HAROLD,  A.R.S.I.  

Town  Hall  Chambers,  Blagrave  Street,  Reading. 

tJOYNT,  J.  H.  (Cert.)  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.B 

3,  Park  Street,  Maidenhead. 

tCHARLESWORTH,  H.  (Cert.)  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.B 

Council  Offices,  Bracknell. 

tIANSON,  P.,  (Cert).  R.S.I.  and  S.I.J-B.  

Council  Offices,  London  Street,  Faringdon. 

RAINE,  W.  S.  (Cert.)  R.S.I 

High  Street,  Hungerford. 

HAMPSHIRE,  E.  G.  (Cert.)  R.S.I 

Essex  Street,  Wash  Common,  Newbury. 

tGAYFER,  C.  J.  (Cert.)  R.S.I 

1,  Church  Lane,  Wallingford  

fSHEPHERD,  H.  (Cert.)  R.S.I 

Council  Offices,  Belmont,  Wantage. 

fROWSELL,  W.  H.  (Cert.)  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.B 

West  Lodge,  Heather  Drive,  Sunningdale,  Ascot. 

tLONGHURST,  W.  L.  (Cert.)  R.S.I 

The  R.D.C.  of  Wokingham,  Board  Room, 

Barkham  Road,  Wokingham. 

I Meat  Inspectors  Certificate 


Urban  Districts. 
Abingdon  Borough. 

Maidenhead  Borough. 

Newbury  Borough. 

New  Windsor  Borough. 

Wallingford  Borough. 

Wantage. 

Wokingham  Borough. 

Rural  Districts. 
Abingdon. 

Bradfield. 

Cookham. 

Easthampstead. 

Faringdon. 

Hungerford. 

Newbury. 

Wallingford. 

Wantage. 

Windsor. 

Wokingham. 
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PUBLIC  VACCINATORS  AND  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS 
(PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE). 


Name. 

Qualifications. 

District. 

Woodford,  E.  V.  R 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  

Abingdon  No.  3. 

Preston,  A.  B 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  

Abingdon  No.  2 and 

No.  5. 

Smyth,  P.  M. 

B.A.,  B.ch.,  M.B.,  M.R.C.P. 

Abingdon  No.  4. 

Sellars,  G.  H 

j M.B.,  Ch.B.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 

1 L.R.F.P.S.  

Abingdon  No.  6. 

Warburton,  E.  J. 

1 M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P 

Wallingford  No.  1 and 

No.  5. 


Webb,  J.  R.  D. 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Wallingford  No.  2. 

Langinore,  H.  R. 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Wallingford  No.  3. 

Walter,  A.  G 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  

Wallingford  No.  4. 

Freeborn,  H.  (P.V.  only) 

M.B.,  C.M.  

Wallingford  No.  2. 

Brodribb,  F.  A 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  

Bradfield  No.  1. 

Leslie,  L. 

M.D.,  M.B.,  ch.B.  

Bradfield  No.  2. 

'Pindall,  W.  J 

M.D.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Bradfield  No.  3. 

Hill,  J.  A 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  

Bradfield  No.  4. 

Shaddock,  G.  A.  S 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Bradfield  No.  5. 

Hoimwood,  L.  S. 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  

Bradfield  No.  6. 

Finn,  A.  R 

Leggat,  A.  

M.D.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.P., 

L.R.C.P.  

M.B.,  ch.B.,  D.P.H.  

Newbury  No.  1. 
Newbury  No.  2. 

Lewis,  H.  W 

M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P 

Newbury  No.  3. 

Ransom,  P.  W 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Newbury  No.  4. 

Boyd,  D.  H.  S 

M.B.,  B.ch.  

Hungerford  No  1 jmd 

1 

Ferguson,  J.  M | 

IVIorrison,  W.  A. 

M.B.,  B.ch.,  B.A.O.  

No  2. 

Hungerford  No.  3. 

1 M.B.,  ch.B.  

Hungerford  No.  4. 

Dawson,  W.  W.  | 

M.B.,  ch.B.  

Wantage  No.  1 and 

1 

Squires,  F.  V 

1 B.A.,  M.B.,  B.ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

No.  2. 

Wantage  No.  3. 

Smith,  T.  Ridsdill 

M.B.,  B.ch.,  

Wantage  No.  4. 

Risien,  E.  R 

L.S.A.  

Wantage  No.  5. 

Rice,  R.  

M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A 

Wantage  No.  6. 

Abraham,  R.  B. 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  

Wantage  No.  7. 

Harding,  W.  H 

M.B.,  ch.B.  

Faringdon  No.  2. 

Pulling,  J.  B 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Faringdon  No.  3. 

Macnamara,  A.  P. 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.ch.,  B.A.O 

Faringdon  No.  4. 

Whlkinson  A.  G- 

M.B.,  Ch  B.,  

Windsor  No.  1. 

Yardley  G.  E 

B.  ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Windsor  No.  2. 

Duncan,  J.  M 

M.A.,  M.D.,  M.B.,  ch.B 

1 Windsor  No.  3. 

Svmons,  W.  J.  F. 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

1 Maidenhead  No.  1. 

Dohertv,  W.  I 

M.B.,  ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Maidenhead  No.  2. 

IMcCrea,  J. 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.ch.,  B.A.O 

Maidenhead  No.  3. 

Wills,  F.  H.  P 

L.M.S.S.A.  

Maidenhead  No.  4. 

Young,  F.  C 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.ch.  

Maidenhead  No.  5. 

Rose,  R.  

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  

Wokingham  No.  1 and 

Halpin,  G. 

B.A.,  M.D.,  M.B.,  B.ch.,  B.A.O 

No.  6. 

Wokingham  No.  2. 

May,  W.  N 

M.D.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Wokingham  No,  3. 

Young.  F.  C 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.ch.  

Wokingham  No.  4. 

McCrea,  J. 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.ch.,  B.A.O 

Wokingham  No.  5, 

Hick,  R.  H.  P 

B.A.,  B.C.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P 

Easthampstead  No,  1 

Jacob,  L.  G 

M.B.,  B.ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P 

and  No.  2. 

Easthampstead  No.  3. 

Nash,  C.  H 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  

Easthampstead  No.  4. 

Chapman,  E.  F. 

M.D.,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.ch.,  M.r.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.  

Easthampstead  No.  5. 

Vernon,  J.  A.  „.... 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  

Easthampstead  No.  6, 
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VACCINATION  OFFICERS. 


Name. 

Bing,  F.  W. 

Widdows,  P.  L. 
Orchard,  E.  H. 

Bland,  A.  B 

Bushnell,  H.  J. 

Cooper,  W.  E 

Edmonds,  J.  S. 
Stevenson,  D.  L. 
Childs,  G.  H. 

Bales,  J.  J 

Ireland,  W.  A.  P. 
Marsh,  W.  J. 


District. 

{ Abingdon. 

\ Wallingford. 
Bradfield. 
Newbury  No.  1. 
Newbury  No.  2. 
Hungerford. 
Wantage. 

East  Ilsley. 

Faringdon. 

Windsor. 

Maidenhead. 

Wokingham. 

Easthampstead. 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  INSTITUTIONS. 


Name. 

Warburton,  E.  J. 
Brodribb,  F.  A. 
Finn,  A.  R. 

Boyd,  D.  H.  S. 
Dawson,  W.  W. 
Wilkinson,  A.  G 
Symons,  W.  J.  F. 
Rose,  R. 

Hick,  R.  H.  P 


Institution. 

Wallingford. 

Bradfield. 

Newbury. 

Hungerford. 

Wantage. 

Windsor. 

Maidenhead. 

Wokingham. 

Easthampstead. 


PUBLIC  ANALYST. 


Name. 


Qualifications. 


Thompson,  James 
(Reading  University). 


Ph.D.,  F.I.C. 


HEALTH  VISITORS. 


Name. 


Qualifications. 


^Dutton,  Miss  A. 
^Hessay,  Miss  V. 
*Silkstone,  Miss  A. 
"^Webb,  Miss  O- 
*Wyly,  Miss  E.  S. 


(Inspector  of  Midwives). 

H.V.  Cert. 

FI.V.  Cert. 


^ Certified  Midwife. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 


Area  and  Popueation. 


The  area  of  the  administrative  county  of  Berkshire  is  454,725  acres. 
In  1938,  the  estimated  civilian  population  of  this  area  was  227,850  persons, 
an  increase  of  1,390  as  compared  with  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 

TABLE  I. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon  Borough 

2 Maidenhead  Borough 

3 Newbury  Borough 

4 New  Windsor  Borough 

5 Wallingford  Borough 

6 Wantage 

7 Wokingham  Borough 

Total 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon 

2 Bradfield 

3 Cookham 

4 Easthampstead 

5 Faringdon 

6 Hungerford 

7 Newbury 

8 Wallingford 

9 W antage 

10  Windsor 

1 1 Wokingham 

Total 


Administrative  County 


Area  in 
Statute  Acres 
(Land  and 
Inland 
Water) . 

Popuh 

ition. 

Census, 

1931. 

Estimated, 

1938 

For  Birth- 
Rate  and 
Death-Rate. 

1,713 

7,829 

7.989 

5,007 

22,588 

23,070 

2,612 

14,242 

14,710 

4,616 

20,287 

19,430 

760 

3,109 

3,068 

2,797 

3,793 

4,177 

3,386 

7,294 

7,506 

20,891 

79,142 

79,950 

41,225 

11,687 

15,990 

53,008 

14,474 

14,940 

24,920 

10,271 

10,3.50 

27,034 

18,010 

19,240 

55,726 

9,649 

9,230 

44,817 

8,706 

8,454 

41.660 

11,110 

1 1 ,700 

21,772 

9,464 

11,720 

74,179 

11,673 

1 1 ,740 

8,665 

9,868 

9,326 

40,828 

20,250 

25,210 

433,834 

135,162 

147,900 

454,725 

214,304 

227,850 

Rateable  value  of  the  administrative  county  on  April  1st,  1938,  £1,634,162 
Estimated  produce  of  a penny  rate  for  the  period  1938-1939,  £6,530. 


TABLE  II.— VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1938. 
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BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATES. 

During  the  year,  3,239  live  births  were  registered  for  the  area  of  the 
administrative  county.  Compared  with  the  figure  for  1937  an  increase 
of  54  births  is  shown.  The  live  birth  rate  for  the  county  is  14.21  per  1,000 
population.  The  rates  for  the  urban  and  rural  districts  were  12.81  and  14.96 
respectively.  For  the  same  period  the  live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
is  15.1  per  1,000  population. 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  still  births,  46  of  which  occurred  in  urban 
and  72  in  rural  districts,  were  recorded.  The  still  birth  rate  is  0.51  per 
1,000  population.  During  the  same  period  the  still  birth  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  is  0.60  per  1,000  population. 


TABLE  III. 
BIRTH-RATE. 

(Per  1,000  of  the  Population.) 


Average  Rate, 

Rate, 

Number  of 

1928-1937. 

1938. 

Births,  1938. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS- 

1 Abingdon  Borough  

14.60 

12.39 

99 

2 Maidenhead  Borough  

14.32 

13.65 

315 

3 Newbury  Borough  

13.95 

13.93 

205 

4 New  Windsor  Borough 

14.78 

13.02 

253 

5 Wallingford  Borough 

11.41 

9.45 

29 

6 Wantage 

12.09 

10.77 

45 

7 Wokingham  Borough  

12.82 

10.52 

79 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon 

17.81 

19.38 

310 

2 Bradfield  

13.36 

11.44 

171 

3 Cookham 

14.71 

15.07 

156 

4 Easthampstead  

12.62 

13.61 

262 

5 Faringdon  

15.03 

15.05 

139 

6 Hungerford  

16.09 

16.91 

143 

7 Newbury 

13.38 

13.58 

159 

8 Wallingford  

16.54 

18.08 

212 

9 Wantage 

15.00 

15.67 

184 

10  Windsor  

13.95 

12.00 

112 

11  Wokingham  

14.61 

14.51 

366 

Urban  Districts  

14.02 

12.81 

1025 

Rural  Districts  

14.67 

14.96 

2214 

County  

14.44 

14.21 

3239 
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DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATE. 


During  the  year,  2,651  deaths  were  registered,  a decrease  of  9Q  as  com- 
pared with  the  number  recorded  in  the  previous  year  ; 949  of  the  recorded 
deaths  were  in  respect  of  persons  over  75  years  of  age  and  634  of  persons 
between  the  ages  of  65  and  75  years. 

The  principal  registered  causes  of  death  are  shown  in  the  following 


table  : — 

Heart  Disease  680 

Cancer  377 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  140 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  H6 

Phthisis  92 

Congenital  Debility  82 

Influenza  37 


The  death  rate  for  the  adTiinistrative  county  of  11.63  per  1,0  0 popula- 
tion is  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year  ; the  rates  for  the  urban  and  rural 
districts  are  13.20  and  10.28  respectively. 


TABLE  IV. 

NET  DEATH  RATE 
(Per  1000  of  Population) 


Average  Rate, 

Rate, 

Number  of 

1928-1937. 

1938. 

Deaths,  1938 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon  Borough  

12.48 

12.26 

98 

2 Maidenhead  Borough  

12.07 

12.74 

294 

3 Newbury  Borough 

13.48 

13.05 

192 

4 New  Windsor  Borough 

12.61 

13.38 

260 

6 Wallingford  Borough  

13.28 

14.33 

44 

6 Wantage  

12.45 

15.08 

63 

7 Wokingham  Borough  

13.31 

13.98 

105 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon 

10.31 

10.00 

160 

2 Bradfield  

11.60 

10.57 

158 

3 Cookham  

11.63 

12.27 

127 

4 Easthampstead  

11.17 

10.60 

204 

5 Faringdon  

12.56 

11.06 

102 

6 Hungerford  

11.67 

11.60 

98 

7 Newbury  

12.09 

10.76 

126 

8 Wallingford 

9.42 

8.27 

97 

9 Wantage  

12.31 

13.54 

159 

10  Windsor  

10.87 

10.82 

101 

11  Wokingham  

11.44 

10.43 

263 

Urban  Districts  

12.70 

13.20 

1056 

Rural  Districts 

11.36 

10.78 

1595 

County 

11.82 

11.63 

2651 

CANCER. 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  registered  in  1938  closely  approxi- 
mated that  of  the  previous  year.  The  age  distribution  of  the  cases,  apart 
from  a diminution  in  the  15  to  45  years  group  shows  little  change. 

The  death  rate  from  cancer,  1.65  per  1,000  population,  is  similar  to 
that  of  the  previous  year.  During  1938,  377  deaths  from  this  disease  were 
registered. 

Classification  of  Deaths  from  Cancer  into  various  Age  Groups. 

Age  groups  1-15  yrs.  15-45  yrs.  45-55  yrs.  55-65  yrs.  65-75  yrs.  Over  75  yrs. 
No.  of  deaths  0 11  52  90  123  101 


Table  shovdng  the  average  death  rate  from  cancer  for  the  period  1928-37, 
the  rate  for  1938,  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  each  urban  and 
rural  district  of  the  administrative  county. 


TABLE  V. 


---- 

Average  for  10  years, 

1928-1937. 

1938. 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Deaths. 

Rate.* 

Deaths. 

Rate.* 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon  Borough 

13.8 

1.82 

17 

2.12 

2 ^laidenhead  Borough  

35.5 

1.81 

40 

1.73 

3 Newbury  Borough 

25.9 

1.86 

26 

1.76 

4 New  Windsor  Borough 

37.5 

1.94 

41 

2.11 

5 Wallingford  Borough 

4.5 

1.55 

4 

1.30 

6 Wantage  

7.4 

1.86 

10 

2.39 

7 Wokingham  Borough  

14.1 

1.90 

17 

2.26 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon  

17.8 

1.35 

20 

1.25 

2 Bradfield  

25.6 

1.72 

24 

1.60 

3 Cookham  

24.7 

1.85 

14 

1.35 

4 Easthampstead  

27.7 

1.47 

26 

1.35 

5 Faringdon 

17.3 

1.80 

11 

1.19 

6 Hungerford 

12.4 

1.40 

17 

2.01 

7 Newbury  

19.2 

1.61 

16 

1.36 

8 Wallingford  

11.0 

1.07 

17 

1.45 

9 Wantage  

20.1 

1.69 

20 

1.70 

10  Windsor  

14.7 

1,50 

14 

1.50 

1 1 Wokingham  

35.3 

1.63 

43 

1.70 

Urban  Districts  

138.7 

1.85 

155 

1.93 

Rural  Districts  

225.8 

1.57 

222 

1.50 

County 

364.5 

1.66 

377 

1.65 

Per  1,000  of  Estimated  Population. 
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INFANT  mortality. 

132  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  were  registered  during 
the  year.  Of  this  number  80  were  certified  as  being  due  to  congenital 
debility  and  premature  birth.  As  compared  with  the  corresponding  rates 
for  the  period  1928-1937  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  1938  shows  a decrease. 

TABLE  VI. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Average  Rate, 
1928-1937. 

Rate, 

1 938. 

Number  of 
Deaths,  1938 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon  Borough 

39.01 

60.60 

6 

2 Maidenhead  Borough 

. 49.10 

69.84 

22 

3 Newbury  Borough 

44.44 

39.02 

8 

4 New  Windsor  Borough  

48.74 

47.43 

12 

6 Wallingford  Borough 

27.27 

34.48 

1 

6 Wantage 

54.05 

111.11 

5 

7 Wokingham  

41.09 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon  

40-54 

41.93 

13 

2 Bradfield  

44.42 

17.54 

3 

3 Cookham  

50.43 

64.10 

10 

4 Easthampstead  

42.80 

34.35 

9 

6 Faringdon  

42.24 

43.16 

6 

6 Hungerford 

47.95 

6.99 

1 

7 Newbury  

42.19 

25.15 

4 

8 Wallingford 

45.18 

28.30 

6 

9 Wantage  

44.84 

59.78 

11 

10  Windsor  

38.12 

26.78 

3 

11  Wokingham  

47.13 

32.78 

12 

Urban  Districts  

45.91 

52.68 

54 

Rural  Districts  

44.39 

35.22 

78 

County  

44.89 

40.75 

132 
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MATERNAI,  MORTALITY. 

During  193S,  8 maternal  deaths,  3 of  which  were  attributed  to  puerperal 
sep  'is,  were  registered.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  of  2.4  per  1,000  births 
:s  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  county  in  the  past  ten  years. 

Table  showing  the  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  past  10  years  : — 

TABLE  VIE 


Year. 

Total 

(Live  and  Still) 
Births. 

Deaths  from 

Maternal 
Mortality 
per  1 ,000 
(I  ive  and  Still) 
Births. 

Puerperal 

Sepsis. 

Other  Diseases 
and  Accidents 
of  Parturition. 

1928 

3,269 

6 

3.6 

1929 

3,15  ) 

3 

6 

2.8 

19.30 

3,263 

7 

2 

2.7 

1931 

3,306 

7 

9 

4.8 

19.32 

3,266 

6 

8 

4 2 

1933 

3,173 

3 

5 

2.5 

1934 

3,183 

6 

14 

6.2 

1935 

3,266 

8 

4 

3.6 

1936 

3,242 

6 

8 

4.3 

1937 

3,307 

1 

8 

2.7 

1938 

3,239 

3 

5 

2.4 

MIDWIVKS  ACT,  1936. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  county  council  to  fulfil  their  statutory 
obligations  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  have  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  142  midwives  were  practising  in  the  county 
area.  Of  these  111  were  engaged  in  domiciliary  midwifery  practice  and 
31  w'ere  employed  in  either  general  hospitals,  public  assistance  institutions 
or  nursing  homes.  The  county  council  employ  5 whole  time  midwives, 
3 of  whom  have  been  allocated  to  special  districts  and  2 undertake  duties 
in  any  area  in  which  a midwife  is  absent  by  reason  of  compulsory  attend- 
ance at  a post  certificate  course  or  any  other  cause. 

Of  the  total  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  county  area  89  are 
employed  by  district  nursing  associations.  There  are  80  such  associations 
undertaking  midwifery  in  the  area  of  the  administrative  county.  Of  this 
number,  69  are  affiliated  to  the  Berkshire  county  nursing  association,  6 
are  independent  of  that  body  and  5,  although  undertaking  midwifery  in 
Berkshire,  are  located  in  adjoining  areas. 


Financial  assistance,  including  aid  in  the  purchase  and  upkeep  of  motor 
cars  in  approved  districts,  is  granted  by  the  county  council  to  all  associa- 
tions undertaking  the  practice  of  midwifery  in  the  county  area. 
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Table  showing  the  total  number  of  midwives  practising,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  in  the  area  of  the  Tocal  Supervising  Authority. 


Domiciliary  Midwives  in 


1.  Employed  by  the  Local  Super- 

midwives 

Institutions. 

Total 

vising  Authority 

5 

10 

15 

2.  Employed  by  Voluntary  Associations 

,89 

14 

103 

3.  In  Private  Practice  

17 

7 

24 

Totals 

111 

31 

142 

Table  showing  the  number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives  in  the 
area  of  the  I^ocal  Supervising  Authority  during  the  year. 

Domiciliary  Cases  at 


cases. 

Institutions. 

Totals 

1.  Employed  by  the  Council — as  midwives 

156 

85 

241 

as  Maternity  Nurses 

29 

3 

32 

2.  Employed  by  Voluntary  Associations 
(a)  under  arrangement 
with  Local  Supervising 

Authority  in  pursuance 
of  Section  1 of  the  Mid- 
wives Act — 

?s  midwives 

1443 

1443 

as  maternity  nurses 

412 

412 

^b)  Others  as  midwives 

2 

121 

123 

as  maternity  nurses 

4 

147 

151 

3.  In  private  practice — 

as  midwives 

182 

78 

260 

as  maternity  nurses 

13 

117 

130 

Totals — as  midwives  

1783 

284 

2067 

as  maternity  nurses 

458 

267 

725 

Compared  with  the  figure  for  1937,  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  attended  by  midwives  during  the  year. 


17 


The  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  require  any  midvnfe  to  send 
for  medical  aid  in  all  cases  of  illness  or  abnormality  occurring  either  in  the 
ante  natal  period,  at  the  time  of  confinement,  or  in  the  post  natal  period. 
The  local  supervising  authority  is  responsible  for  the  payment  of  a medical 
practitioner’s  fee  in  such  cases.  During  1938  these  fees  amounted  to  £1,143- 
19-6d.  of  which  £314-19-6d.  was  subsequently  recovered  from  either  the 
patients  or  their  representatives. 

Table  classif3dng  notifications  received,  under  the  Rules  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board,  by  the  Tocal  Supervising  Authority. 


Sending  for  medical  aid  1016 

Stillbirth  28 

Laying  out  a dead  body  26 

Artificial  feeding  46 

Contact  with  infection  48 

Death  of  infant  12 

Death  cf  mother  2 


The  number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  sought  by  midwives 
again  shows  the  progressive  increase  noted  in  previous  years. 

Inspection  of  Midwives. 

The  non-medical  supervisors  of  midwives  visited  all  midwives  periodi" 
cally  and  submitted  reports  on  the  results  of  their  investigations  to  the 
count3^  medical  officer,  they  also  visited  and  submitted  reports  on  all  cases 
of  either  puerperal  fever  or  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

Post  Certificate  Courses. 

Section  7 of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  requires  every  local  authority  to 
arrange  for  the  provision  of  post  certificate  courses  of  instruction  for  mid- 
vdves. 

During  the  year,  8 midwives  attended  an  approved  course  held  at  the 
Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford.  Satisfactory  reports  on  the  progress  made 
b}'  each  midwife  were  received. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Ante  Natal  Service. 

The  importance  of  efficient  ante  natal  supervision  for  patients  is  repeat- 
edly  brought  to  the  notice  of  midwives.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
increased  use  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  of  the  County  Council’s 
scheme  whereby  aU  uninsured  expectant  mothers  are  enabled  to  have  two 
ante  natal  examinations,  the  first  early  in  pregnancy  and  the  second  at  about 
the  36th  week  of  gestation.  Free  choice  of  doctor  is  permitted,  a circum- 
stance which  is  appreciated  by  all  concerned.  Examinations  are  made 
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either  at  a doctor’s  surgery  or  at  the  patient’s  own  home.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  majority  of  patients  prefer  these  more  private  arrangements 
to  attendance  at  an  ante  natal  clinic.  From  a purely  medical  viewpoint 
too,  it  is  better  that  the  doctor  who  would,  in  the  event  of  difficulties  arising 
at  the  patient’s  confinement,  be  requested  to  provide  emergency  treatment 
should  at  least  have  had  the  opportunity  of  undertaking  the  ante  natal 
examinations. 

During  the  year,  1,156  patients  were  examined  under  the  provisions 
of  this  schem.e — an  increase  of  297  as  compared  with  the  number  recorded 
for  the  preceding  year.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  future  these  arrangements 
for  ante  natal  examinations  will  be  more  widely  used  and  that  all  midwives 
will  strongly  urge  their  patients  to  utilise  the  facilities  provided. 

During  1938,  11,524  visits  were  made  to  expectant  mothers  and  records 
compiled  in  respect  of  each  case.  Details  of  the  confinement  and  lying-in 
period  were  also  noted. 

Ante  natal  clinics  were  held  at  Didcot,  Finchampstead,  Fongworth, 
Sunninghill,  Thatcham,  Wallingford,  Wantage  and  Wokingham.  In  view 
of  the  arrangements  previously  described  the  attendances  at  these  clinics 
were  small,  only  84  patients  attended  during  the  year. 

Ante  natal  clinics  are  also  held  at  the  following  hospitals  : — 

The  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

The  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 

King  Edward  VII.  Hospital,  Windsor. 


Post  Natat  Examination. 

All  midwives  are  urged  to  instruct  their  patients  in  regard  to  the 
importance  and  advantages  of  a medical  examination  towards  the  end  of 
the  lying-in  period.  Such  examination  is  part  of  the  county  council’s 
maternity  and  child  welfare  arrangements.  It  is  undertaken  by  a private 
practitioner  selected  by  the  patient  and  no  charge  is  made.  Although  628 
patients  were  examined  during  the  past  year,  it  is  hoped  that  in  future 
even  greater  use  will  be  made  of  the  facilities  provided. 


Provision  for  the  Services  of  a Consultant. 

The  services  of  a consultant,  free  of  cost  to  the  patient,  are  available 
to  any  medical  practitioner  who  may  desire  assistance  in  respect  of  a domi- 
ciliary maternity  case  either  during  pregnancy,  at  the  time  of  confinement 
or  during  the  puerperium. 

During  the  year  14  such  consultations  were  held.  A circular  contain- 
ing the  names  of  the  consultants  who  had  consented  to  act  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  scheme  has  been  sent  to  all  doctors  practising  in  the  area 
of  the  administrative  county. 
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Maternity  Hospitals. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  all  patients  suffering  from 
those  complications  of  pregnancy  which  require  treatment  in  a maternity 
department  of  a general  hospital  can  be  admitted  to  one  or  other  of  the 
following  institutions  : — 

The  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

The  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 

Swindon  Borough  Maternity  Home,  Swindon. 

King  Edward  VII.  Hospital,  Windsor. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  patients  admitted  to  these  hospitals  during 
the  past  five  years  ; — 


Hospital.  1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Radcliffe  Infirmary  

46 

53 

18 

29 

33 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  

46 

50 

56 

45 

59 

Kirg  Edward  VII  Hospital 

6 

5 

14 

5 

2 

Swindon  Borough  Maternity  Home 

98 

108 

88 

79 

1 

95 

Patients  are  admitted  to  these  hospitals  on  the  recommendations  of 
general  medical  practitioners. 

The  responsibliity  for  the  cost  of  treatment  and  maintenance  of  all 
such  cases  is  accepted  by  the  county  council. 

Eighty  cases  of  uncomplicated  pregnancy  in  which  it  was  considered 
that  either  the  home  or  financial  circumstances  were  such  that  adequate 
care  and  attention  was  unlikely  to  be  otherwise  secured,  were  admitted  to 
the  maternity  wards  of  the  public  assistance  institutions  at  Maidenhead, 
Newbury,  Wallingford  or  Old  Windsor. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

During  the  year  22  patients  suffering  from  puerperal  pyrexia,  5 of  whom 
were  admitted  to  hospital,  were  notified.  Three  deaths  occurred.  Special 
investigations  were  made  in  all  cases  and  instructions  regarding  adequate 
preventive  measures  given. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Eleven  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  the  majority  of  which  were 
mild  in  character,  were  notified.  In  only  one  instance  was  in-patient 
hospital  treatment  necessary.  All  other  cases  received  domiciliary  treat- 
ment from  private  medical  practitioners.  No  impairment  of  vision  as  the 
result  of  the  disease  occurred.  Each  case  was  visited  and  reports  were 
submitted  to  the  county  medical  officer. 
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Supply  of  Extra  Nourishment. 

Applications  for  the  supply  of  extra  nourishment  to  either  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  to  children  under  the  age  of  five  years,  stating  a 
reason  why  extra  nourishment  is  considered  necessary,  together  with  par- 
ticulars of  the  family  financial  circumstances,  are  forwarded  to  the  county 
medical  officer. 

During  the  year,  milk  or  other  extra  nourishment  was  supplied,  with 
beneficial  results,  to  284  patients.  4,991  gallons  of  milk  were  supplied. 
Reports  on  the  progress  of  all  patients  receiving  a supply  of  extra  nourish- 
ment are  made  at  regular  intervals  thereby  enabling  each  case  to  be  periodi- 
cally reviewed  by  the  county  medical  officer. 

Milk,  both  liquid  and  dried,  cod  liver  oil,  etc.,  is  supplied  either  free  of 
charge  or  at  cost  price  to  mothers  and  children  at  many  of  the  welfare 
centres  in  the  county  area.  281  gallons  of  liquid  and  5,855  lbs.  of  dried 
milk  were  supplied,  during  1938,  from  these  centres. 

Dental  Treatment. 

Fifty-seven  applications  for  dental  treatment  received  approval  during 
the  year  and  all  necessary  arrangements  were  made  for  the  work  to  be  under- 
taken by  private  dental  practitioners.  A contribution  towards  the  cost 
of  treatment,  the  amount  of  which  varies  with  the  financial  circumstances 
of  each  patient,  is  expected. 

Sterilised  Maternity  Outfits. 

During  the  year  31  sterilised  maternity  outfits  were  supplied,  free  of 
cost,  to  patients  whose  home  circumstances  were  such  that  the  provision  of 
an  outfit  was  desirable. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

All  infant  welfare  centres  situated  in  the  county  area  are  managed  by 
local  voluntary  committees  who  arrange  for  the  periodical  attendance  of 
a medical  practitioner  at  the  centres.  Either  a county  health  visitor  or 
a district  nurse  is  in  attendance  each  time  a centre  is  open.  Voluntary 
workers  who  are  present  at  all  clinic  sessions  have  displayed  considerable 
enthusiasm  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  have  rendered  valuable 
service.  At  certain  clinics  special  sessions  are  held  for  toddlers.  It  is 
hoped  that  still  wider  use  of  these  extra  facilities  will  be  made  by  parents 
whose  children  are  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years. 

The  county  council  makes  an  annual  financial  grant  in  respect  ot  each 
approved  centre  organised  by  a local  voluntary  committee. 

Although  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  is  some  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  children  who  attended  a centre  for  the  first  time, 
the  total  attendances  made  shows  an  increase. 

The  arrangement  whereby  mothers  and  children,  residing  in  that  por- 
tion of  Berkshire  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Oxford,  are  enabled 
to  utilise  the  services  of  one  or  other  of  the  city  welfare  centres,  has  been 
continued. 
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During  the  year  the  number  of  attendances  made  by  children  at  the 
26  welfare  centres  in  the  county  area  was: — 

Children  attending  for  the  first  time  839 
Total  attendances  14,917 

INFANT  WEIvFARK  CENTRES. 

Abingdon  : Roysse  Room,  every  Friday,  2.30 — 4 p.m. 

Appleton  : Second  Tuesday  in  the  month,  2.30 — 4 p.m. 

Ascot  : Parish  Room,  King  Edward's  Road,  Fortnightly,  Wednesday, 
2 — 4 p.m. 

Binfield  : Monthly,  third  Thursday,  2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Bracknell  : Victoria  Hall,  Fortnightly,  Thursday,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Childrey  : Parish  Room,  first  Tuesday  in  the  month,  2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 
Cold  Ash  : First  Tuesday  in  the  month,  3 p.m. 

Crowthorne  : Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  Duke’s  Ride,  second  Wednesday  in 
the  month,  2.30  p.m. 

Didcot  : The  Broadway,  first  Tuesday  in  the  month,  2 — 4 p.m. 

East  Hendred  : Parish  Hall,  fourth  Tuesday  in  the  month,  3 p.m. 

Faringdon  : Mission  Hall,  Coxwell  Street,  Fortnightly,  Tuesday,  2.30  p.m. 

Finchampstead  : Village  Hall,  first  and  second  Friday  in  the  month,  2.30  p.m 

Hungerford  ; Old  School,  third  Thursday  in  the  month,  2.30  p.m. 

Kingston  Eisle  : Village  Hall,  first  Monday  in  the  month,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Lambourn  Infant  Welfare  Centre  : Windsor  Cottage,  third  Wednesday 
in  the  month,  2.30  p.m. 

Littlewick  and  Burchett’s  Green  : British  Legion  Hut,  Littlewick  Gre  en 
first  Tuesday  in  the  month,  2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Longworth  Infant  Welfare  Centre  : Second  Tuesday  in  the  month. 

Sandhurst  : Mission  Room,  Branksome  Hill  Road,  College  Town,  third 
Wednesday  in  the  month,  2.30  p.m. 

Stanford-in-the-Vale  : First  and  third  Fridays  in  the  month,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Sunninghill  and  South  Ascot  : Cordes  Hall,  Sunninghill,  Fortnightly, 
Thursday,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Thatcham  : Parish  Hall,  first  and  third  Mondays,  2.30 — 4 p.m. 

Fffington  : Village  Hall,  fourth  Friday  in  the  month,  2.30  p.m. 

Ufton,  Sulhampstead  and  Padworth  : Village  Hall,  Ufton,  4th  Thursday 
in  the  month,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Wallingford  : St.  Leonard’s  Church  House,  Fortnightly,  Friday,  2-4  p.m 
Wantage  : Cottage  Hospital,  every  Friday,  2.30  p.m. 

Wokingham  : Denmark  Street,  second  and  fourth  Tuesday,  2 — 4 p.m. 
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Health  Visiting. 

The  health  visiting  of  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  is  undertaken 
either  by  the  whole-time  county  health  visitors  or  the  district  nurses  employed 
by  nursing  associations  affiliated  to  the  Berkshire  County  Nursing  Associa- 
tion. Domiciliary  visits  are  made  at  frequent  intervals  and  health  records 
compiled  in  respect  of  each  child.  During  the  year,  15,911  visits  were 
made  to  children  under  the  age  of  1 year  and  26,281  to  children  between 
the  ages  of  1 and  5 years.  Compared  with  the  previous  year's  return  these 
figures  show  an  increase. 


Treatment  of  Children  under  the  Age  of  Five  Years. 

Children  under  the  age  of  five  years  suffering  from  either  dental  or 
visual  defects  are  referred  for  treatment  to  one  or  other  of  the  clinics  of  the 
Berkshire  Education  Authority.  During  the  year  17  children  with  visual 
defects  and  151  with  dental  disease  were  treated.  Six  children  suffering 
from  crippling  diseases  received  treatment  at  the  Wingfield-Morris  Ortho- 
paedic Hospital,  Headington,  and  5 children  received  operative  treatment, 
for  diseased  tonsils  and  adenoids,  in  general  hospitals. 

Child  Fife  Protection. 

At  December  31st,  1938,  there  were  74  persons  undertaking  for  reward 
the  maintenance  and  care  of  100  children  under  the  age  of  nine  years  apart 
from  their  parents  or  having  no  parents.  All  such  boarded-out  children 
are  visited  at  regular  intervals  by  the  child  life  protection  visitors  who  are 
members  of  either  the  whole-time  county  health  visiting  or  school  nursing 
staff.  Detailed  reports  on  the  health  and  home  circumstances  of  each  child 
were  submitted  by  these  visitors  to  the  county  medical  officer.  The  stand- 
ard of  care  and  attention  given  to  boarded-out  children  by  foster  parents 
is  satisifactory. 

Care  is  taken  to  avoid  overcrowding  ; in  some  instances  it  was  necessary 
to  limit  the  number  of  children  who  may  be  kept  in  a foster  parent’s  dwelling. 

Should  any  boarded-out  child  leave  the  district,  notice  of  removal  is 
sent  to  the  appropriate  authority. 


Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes. 

At  December  31st,  1938,  there  were  36  registered  nursing  homes  in  the 
area  of  the  administrative  county.  Of  this  number  13  undertook  general 
medical  and  surgical  work,  9 admitted  maternity  cases  only,  and  the 
remainder  provided  for  the  nursing  of  either  convalescent  or  senile  patients. 
All  registered  nursing  homes  are  inspected  by  a medical  officer  of  the  county 
staff  and  the  senior  health  visitor. 


23 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

During  the  year,  2,293  notifications  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  of 
the  administrative  county — 1,708  notified  by  midwives  and  585  by  either 
medical  practitioners  or  parents — were  received.  Records  of  all  notifica- 
tions of  birth  are  forwarded  to  the  appropriate  health  visitor  in  order  that 
home  visitation  may  be  arranged. 


VACCINATION. 

The  vaccination  officer  reports  that  1,254  certificates  of  successful 
primary  vaccination  and  1,555  declarations  of  conscientious  objection  to 
vaccination  were  received  during  the  year. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

Clinics,  associated  with  the  Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Headington,  are  held  at  the  following  centres  : — 


Day  of  Week. 

Place. 

Time. 

Monday  

Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford 

11  a.m.  a.m.  weekly 

^Wantage 

2.30  p.m.  weekly 

Tuesday 

Windsor  

10.30  a.m.  weekly 

Newbury  

1 1 .30  a.m.  weekly 

Henley 

2 p.m.  fortnightly 

Wallingford  

1.30  p.m.  fortnightly 

Wednesday  

Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford 

11  a.m.  weekly 

Friday 

Maidenhead 

2.30  p.m.  weekly 

Reading 

12  noon  weekly 

Sandhurst  

1 .30  p.m.  weekly 

Wokingham  

2 p.m.  weekly 

The  clinics  are  organised  and  managed  by  local  voluntary  committees. 
Members  of  the  staff  of  the  Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  Hospital  together 
with  voluntary  helpers,  attend  all  clinics.  The  county  council  makes  an 
annual  financial  grant  towards  the  cost  of  the  clinics  and  accepts  financial 
responsibility  for  the  in-patient  treatment  of  approved  cases. 

During  the  year  15  cases  of  tuberculous  diseases  of  the  bones  and  joints 
and  31  children  with  orthopaedic  defects  were  admitted  to  hospital. 
All  patients  are  expected  to  make  a contribution,  the  amount  of  which  varies 
according  to  their  financial  circumstances,  towards  the  cost  of  treatment. 


TUBERCUEOSIS. 

During  the  year  1938,  primary  notifications  under  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,  were  received  for  145  Pulmonary  and  55 
Non-pulmonary  cases,  making  a total  of  200  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

Compared  with  the  figures  for  1937  there  is  a decrease  of  18  and  an 
increase  of  20  in  the  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  notifications  respec- 
tively. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

ANNUAL  NUMBER  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  SINCE  1929 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total. 

1929 

190 

72 

262 

1930 

178 

49 

227 

1931 

196 

53 

249 

1932 

172 

68 

240 

1933 

183 

46 

229 

1934 

153 

43 

196 

1935 

198 

47 

245 

1936 

196 

49 

245 

1937 

163 

35 

198 

1938 

145 

55 

200 

Mortality — The  number  of  certified  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis was  119.  Of  these  92  were  due  to  pulmonary  and  27  to  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

Death  occurred  in  19  cases  prior  to  notification,  18  cases  died  within 
one  month  and  9 within  six  months  of  notification. 


The  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  was  : — 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis  0.40 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  0.11 


TABLE  IX. 

ALL  NEW  CASES  AND  ALL  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 
CLAvSSIFlED  INTO  THE  VARIOUS  AGE  GROUPS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1938. 


Age. 

Periods. 

All  Nev< 

r Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 — 

....„ 

2 

....„ 

1 

3 

....„ 

1 — 

10 

„„„ 

5 

6 — 

3 

1 

13 

10 



M...* 

2 

1 

15  — 

10 

19 

8 

4 

7 

10 

2 

1 

25  — 

24 

21 

2 

5 

8 

9 

2 

1 

35  — 

11 

12 

1 

2 

8 

10 

2 

1 

45  — 

22 

8 

1 

<•••.• 

13 

5 



65  — 

10 

3 

2 

1 

5 

6 

65  — 

2 

2 

1 

5 

5 

1 

2 

Totals  

84 

66 

40 

29 

47 

46 

17 

10 

25 


table  X. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rate  per  1,0C0  estimated  population 
in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Ldstricts  of  the  County  for  the  year  1938  compared 
with  the  average  figures  for  the  preceding  10  years. 


Average  fo 
1928- 

r 10  years, 
1937. 

1938. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Rate. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Rate. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon  Borough 

4.8 

.66 

6 

.62 

2 Maidenhead  Borough 

11.1 

.66 

19 

.82 

3 Newbury  Borough 

6.4 

.38 

6 

.40 

4 New  Windsor  Borough 

14.1 

.73 

11 

.66 

5 Wallingford  Borough 

1.0 

.84 

2 

.65 

6 Wantage  

2.4 

.60 

6 

1.19 

7 Wokingham  Borough 

3.6 

.48 

1 

.13 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon  

6.5 

.49 

4 

.25 

2 Bradfield  

6.2 

.35 

2 

.13 

3 Cookham 

6.8 

.43 

6 

.48 

4 Easthampstead 

9.3 

.49 

10 

.61 

5 Paringdon  

3.4 

.35 

4 

.43 

6 Hungerford  

4.6 

.62 

5 

.50 

7 Newbury 

3.2 

.26 

3 

.25 

8 Wallingford  

6.0 

.68 

3 

.25 

9 Wantage  

7.7 

.64 

1 

.08 

1 0 Windsor  

4.4 

.45 

2 

.21 

1 1 Wokingham  

9.2 

.42 

4 

.16 

Urban  Districts 

41.9 

.56 

49 

.61 

Rural  Districts  

65.3 

.45 

43 

.29 

County  

107.2 

.49 

92 

.40 

table  XI, 


NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS, 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rate  per  LOCO  estimated  population 
in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  for  the  year  1938  compared 
with  the  average  figures  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 


Average  for  10  years. 

1928-1937 

1938 

Number  of 

Number  of 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

1 Abingdon  Borough 

1.0 

.13 

2 Maidehead  Borough 

3.0 

.15 

3 

.13 

3 Newbuny  Borough 

1.6 

.11 

1 

.06 

4 New  Wrindsor  Borough 

2.0 

.10 

2 

.10 

5 Wallingford  Borough 

.4 

.13 

6 Wantage  

.6 

.15 

7 Wokingham  Borough  

.7 

.09 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

1 Abingdon 

1.6 

.11 

5 

.31 

2 Bradfield  

1.4 

.09 

1 

.06 

3 Cookham  

1.2 

.08 

2 

.19 

4 Easthampstead  

1.9 

.10 

5 Faringdon 

.3 

.03 

6 Hungerford 

.8 

.09 

7 Newbury  

1,3 

.10 

1 

.08 

8 Wallingford 

1,2 

.11 

3 

.25 

9 Wantage  

1.9 

.15 

1 

.08 

10  Windsor  

1.7 

.17 

4 

.42 

11  Wokingham 

3.2 

.14 

4 

.15 

Urban  Districts  

9.3 

.12 

6 

.07 

Rural  Districts 

16.5 

.11 

21 

.14 

County 

25.8 

.11 

27 

.11 

INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT. 


Treatment  was  provided  by  the  county  council  in  the  following 
institutions  : — 

Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium,  Peppard  Common. 

Medical  Officer  Dr.  H.  Stevens. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer Dr.  G.  C.  Gillison. 
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The  number  of  beds  available  for  Berkshire  patients  was  : — 


Adult  Male  ......  30 

Adult  Female  22 

Children  30 


93  adults  were  admitted  during  the  year  and  84  were  discharged. 

Analysis  of  Cases  Dischargee. 


Disease  Quiescent  13 

Improved 41 

No  material  improvement  20 

Died  in  Sanatorium  6 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed  4 


Sanatorium  School — -21  children  were  admitted  and  26  were  dis* 
charged  during  the  year. 

As  in  previous  years  the  majority  of  those  discharged  showed  great 
improvement  in  health  as  a result  of  their  stay. 

Abingdon  Sanatorium — The  number  of  beds  available  in  this  Institu- 


tion was  : — 

Male  8 

Female  12 


Use  was  made  for  a short  period  during  the  year  of  one  of  the 
two  additional  beds  which  can,  if  necessary,  be  erected  in  shelters. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Preston,  Medical  Officer  to  the  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  attended  daily,  and  the  patients  were  seen  at  regular  intervals 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers. 

43  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year  and  40  were  discharged. 


Analysis  of  Cases  Discharged. 

Improved 1 1 

No  material  improvement  12 

Died  in  Sanatorium  16 

Diagnosis  of  Tuberculosis  not  confirmed  1 
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Four  adult  patients,  in  need  of  specialised  surgical  treatment,  were 
transferred  from  Peppard  Sanatorium  to  the  Fondon  Chest  Hospital.'  The 
county  council  paid  the  maintenance  fees  of  these  cases  and  also  accented 
financial  responsibility  for  the  surgical  treatment  ot  a case  oi  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  at  the  Brompton  Hospital,  Fondon. 

W1NGF1EI.D-M0RRIS  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  HEADINGTo^L — 15  cases 
of  tuberculous  disease  of  bones  and  joints  were  admitted  and  13  were  dis- 
charged during  the  year. 

Analysis  of  Cases  Discharged. 


Disease  Quiescent  6 

Improved 5 

Diagnosis  of  Tuberculosis  not  confirmed  1 

Died  in  Hospital  1 


Patients  discharged  during  the  year  attended  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics 
held  at  various  centres  in  the  County  by  the  the  surgical  staff  of  the  Hospital. 


TUBERCUFOSIS  DISPENSARIES. 

Reading,  12  Abbot’s  Walk,  every  Saturday,  10  a.m. — 1 p.m. 

Abingdon  Sanatorium,  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  in  the  month,  1 — 3 p.m. 
Maidenhead,  Town  Hall,  4th  Monday  in  the  month,  1 — 3 p.m. 

Newbury,  Oddfellow’s  Institute,  2nd  Thursday  in  the  month,  1 — '3  p.m. 
Wantage,  Cottage  Hospital,  1st  Tuesday  in  the  month,  1 — 3 p.m. 

Windsor,  Church  Rooms,  Church  Street,  1st  Thursday  in  the  month,  1 — 3 p.m  • 
Wokingham,  Town  Hall,  3rd  Thursday  in  the  month,  1 — 3 p.m. 

During  the  year  382  new  cases  and  159  contacts  were  examined.  Of 
this  number  151  were  considered  to  be  tuberculous,  348  non-tuberculous 
and  42  were  retained  as  suspected  cases  for  further  observation.  The  total 
number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensaries  was  1,484. 

Consultation  with  General  Medical  Practitioners.  The  Tubercu- 
losis Officers  had  97  personal  and  1,031  other  consultations  with  medical 
practitioners  in  the  county  area. 

Home  vSupervision  ; — 

Number  of  home  visits  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  2082 
Number  of  home  visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  and  District 


Nurses 


3109 
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Home  Nursing.  16  new  cases  required  nursing  care  and  were  referred 
to  the  appropriate  local  nursing  associations. 

Nursing  appliances,  obtained  from  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  at 
a nominal  charge,  were  loaned,  as  required  to  patients. 

Grants  of  extra  nourishment  and  of  financial  assistance  were  made  to 
necessitous  patients  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  United  Services 
Fund,  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

In  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  arrangements  were  made  whereby  extra 
nourishment  could  be  granted,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  tuberculosis 
officer,  to  patients.  The  cost  of  such  extra  nourishment  is  charged  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 

Shelters  were  provided  for  the  use  of  patients  receiving  domiciliary 
treatment  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  adequate  isola- 
tion could  not  otherwise  be  secured.  These  shelters  were  periodically 
examined  and  any  necessary  structural  repairs  carried  out.  Beds  and 
mattresses  were  also  loaned  when  required. 


Radiological  Examinations.  Facilities  for  these  investigations  were 
provided  at  the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  vSanatorium  and  at  the  Wingfield- 
Morris  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Headington,  the  majority  of  cases  examined 
at  the  latter  institution  being  in-patients  at  the  Abingdon  Sanatorium. 

The  number  of  radiological  examinations,  214,  shows  an  increase  com- 
pared with  the  number  in  previous  years.  Almost  all  this  extra  radiological 
work  has  been  performed  at  Peppard  Sanatorium. 

A certain  number  of  patients  had  already  been  examined  radiological)  y 
before  they  were  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  and  opportunity  for 
the  examination  of  their  radiograms  was  afforded  by  the  Radiologists  of  the 
following  hospitals  : — 

The  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 

King  Edward  VII.  Hospital,  Windsor. 

Maidenhead  Hospital. 

The  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

Collapse  Therapy.  175  artificial  pneumo-thorax  refills  were  given 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  at  the  homes  of  18  patients.  Improvement 
was  maintained  in  14  cases. 


Gold  Therapy.  Four  patients  received  gold  treatment  during  the 
year.  One  improved  and  no  material  improvement  was  noted  in  the  remain- 
ing cases. 


Surgical  Appliances.  Seven  appliances,  made  in  the  workshops  of 
the  Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  were  supplied  to  patients. 
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Bacteriological  Examination.  488  specimens  cf  sputum  were 
examined.  Tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  57  of  these  specimens. 

Outfits  for  the  collection  of  specimens  were  provided  free  of  charge. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  and 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172  : — Occasion  for  action  did  not  arise. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Smallpox.  No  case  of  smallpox  has  been  notified  in  Berkshire  since 
1928. 


Diphtheria.  The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the 
year  was  215  as  compared  with  81  in  the  previous  year.  The  districts  in 
which  the  disease  was  most  prevalent  were  New  Windsor  Borough,  59  cases, 
Bradfield  Rural  District  34,  Wokingham  Rural  District  26  and  Windsor 
Rural  District  20,  The  number  of  cases  removed  to  isolation  hospitals  was 
211  ; 13  deaths  were  reported  as  being  due  to  the  disease. 


Scarlet  Fever.  400  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  an  increase  of  79  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  figure.  The  dis- 
ease was  of  a very  mild  type.  The  districts  in  which  the  disease  was  most 
prevalent  were  New  Windsor  Borough  43  cases,  Newbury  Borough  36, 
Wokingham  Rural  District  70,  Abingdon  Rural  District  46,  Easthampstead 
Rural  District  32  and  Windsor  Rural  District  30.  251  cases  were  removed 

to  isolation  hospitals  and  1 death  occurred  from  the  disease. 


Enteric  Fever.  10  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified,  3 occurred 
in  the  urban  districts  (2  in  Nevv^  Windsor  Borough)  and  7 in  rural  districst 
(3  in  Wokingham  Rural  District  and  2 in  Windsor  Rural  District).  8 cases 
were  removed  to  hospital  and  2 deaths  from  this  disease  reported. 


Measles.  The  incidence  of  measles  showed  a marked  increase.  2 
schools  were  closed  and  the  attendance  at  27  other  schools  was  seriously 
affected  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  disease.  9 deaths,  8 of  which  were 
children  under  the  age  of  5 years,  were  recorded. 


Cerebro-vSpinal  Fever.  3 deaths  from  this  disease  were  reported,  2 
of  which  were  notified. 


Poliomyelitis.  The  number  of  cases  notified  w'as  22.  Of  these  10 
were  notified  in  Easthampstead  Rural  District  and  7 in  Wokingham  Rural 
District.  Nine  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 
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Influenza.  This  disease  was  not  prevalent  during  the  year.  The 
number  of  deaths  registered  from  this  disease  was  37,  27  of  which  were  of 
persons  over  53  years  of  age.  In  1937  85  deaths  were  registered. 


Erysipelas.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  38,  a decrease  compared 
with  the  previous  year's  figure. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  number  of  available  beds  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  shown 
below  : — 


Hospital.  No.  of  Beds. 

Abingdon  Isolation  Hospital  ......  50 

Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospital  54 

Newbury  Isolation  Hospital  16 

Wallingford  Isolation  Hospital  ......  20 


Extensions  and  rebuilding  are  being  undertaken  at  the  Wallingford 
and  Abingdon  Isolation  Hospitals. 


Smallpox.  The  county  council  have  made  arrangements  enabling  any 
case  of  smallpox  occurring  in  the  county  area  to  be  admitted  to  the  Reading 
Coun':y  Borough  Small  pox  Hospital,  Manor  Farm,  Reading. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1938. 
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TABLE  XIII.— TABLE  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  REMOVALS  TO  HOSPITAL. 

The  number  of  Cases  treated  in  Hospital  is  in  each  instance  inserted  in  brackets. 
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TABLE  XIV. 

EPIDEMIC  DEATH-RATE,  1938. 

(Per  1,000  of  Estimated  Civil  Population). 

For  purposes  of  comparison  it  is  convenient  to  group  the  commoner 
epidemic  diseases  in  a single  table  and  for  the  same  reason  I have  given  the 
total  epidemic  death-rate  for  each  District. 


Diarrhoea 

J’rincipal 

Whoop 

En- 

and 

Epidemic 

Small- 

Meas- 

Scarlet 

Diph- 

ing 

teric 

Enteritis 

Diseases. 

pox. 

les. 

Fever. 

theria. 

Cough. 

Fever. 

lunder  2 

years). 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

1 

Abingdon  Borough 

2 

Maidenhead  Borough 

.26 

.08 

.17 

3 

Newbury  Borough 

.06 

.06 

4 

New  Windsor  Borough 

.36 

.10 

.15 

.10 

5 

Wallingford  Borough 

6 

Wantage 

.47 

.47 

7 

Wokingham  Borough 

.26 

.13 

.13 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

1 

Abingdon 

.06 

.06 

2 

Bradfield 

.06 



.06 

3 

Cookham 

.09 

.09 

4 

Easthampstead 

.05 

.05 

5 

Faringdon 

6 

Hungerford 

7 

Newbury 

.08 

.08 

8 

Wallingford 

.17 

.08 

.08 

9 

Wantage 

10 

Windsor 

.10 

.10 

11 

Wokingham 

.31 

. .03 

.19 

.08 

Urban  Districts 

.22 

.10 

.05 

.07 

Rural  Districts 

.10 

.006 

.006 

.06 

.006 

.01 

.01 

County 

.14 

.03 

.004 

.05 

.004 

.008 

.03 

TABLE  XV. 

EPIDEMIC  MORTALITY  DURING  TEN  YEARS,  1928-1937. 


I/; 
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VENEREAlv  DISEASE. 

The  county  council  have  made  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  per- 
sons suffering  from  venereal  diseases  at  clinics  held  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary, 
Oxford  and  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 

Patients  are  seen  at  the  following  times  : — 

THE  RADCEIFFE  INFIRMARY,  OXFORD. 

Men — Wednesday,  6 p.m.  Saturday,  3 p.m. 

Women — Monday,  6 p.m.  VvYdnesday,  2 p.m. 

THE  ROYAE  BERKSHIRE  HOSPITAE,  READING. 

Men — Wednesday,  2 p.m.  Saturday,  5 p.m. 

Women — Wednesday,  5 p.m.  Saturday,  3 p.m. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  medical  officer 
in  charge  of  the  clinics. 

At  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading,  125  cases  were  seen  for  the 
first  time,  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  29  were  suffering  from  syphilis, 
76  from  gonorrhoea  and  20  were  not  suffering  from  venereal  disease. 

Of  the  16  cases  seen  for  the  first  time  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  2 were 
suffering  from  syphilis,  8 from  gonorrhoea  and  6 were  not  suffering  from 
venereal  disease. 

Compared  with  figures  for  the  previous  year  there  is  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  new  cases  of  gonorrhoea  and  the  number  of  new  syphilitic  cases 
show  no  change. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  made  by  patients  at  the  clinics  were 
2,126.  Of  this  number  1,626  attendances  w'ere  made  at  the  Royal  Berk- 
shire Hospital,  Reading  and  SCO  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

In  some  instances  in-patient  treatment  was  necessary.  The  numbers 
of  in-patient  days  of  the  patients  treated  amounted  to  995  at  the  Royal 
Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading  and  55  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

Travelling  expenses  amounting  to  £96  : 4 : 4 were  paid  to  necessitous 
cases. 


Patiiolooical  Specimens.  Examination  of  materials  submitted  by 
medical  x)ractitioners  from  patients  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  venereal 
disease  is  made  in  the  j)athological  laboratories  of  the  following  hospitals  : — 

vSt.  Thomas'  Hospital,  Eondon. 

The  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

The  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 

During  the  year  4 pregnant  women,  who  were  suffering  from  venereal 
disease,  were  sent  to  either  the  Eondon  Eock  Hospital,  or  the  Royal  Free 
Hospital  for  treatment. 
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MENTAI^  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1927. 


Institution Ai,  Treatment. 

At  the  end  of  the  3^ear  276  mentally  defective  persons  were  receiving 
institutional  treatment.  Of  this  number  58  were  being  maintained  in  institu- 
tions situated  outside  the  County  of  Berkshire  and  98  females  and  12C  males 
were  in-patients  at  the  county  council’s  approved  institutions  for  mental 
defectives  at  Bradfield  and  Easthampstead.  Improvements,  which  have 
received  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Control,  have  recently  been  effected 
at  both  institutions.  Increased  accommodation  has  been  provided.  There 
are  now  143  beds  available  for  defective  female  patients  at  Bradfield  and 
123  beds  for  male  patients  at  Easthampstead.  During  the  year  inspections 
were  made  at  regular  intervals  at  both  institutions  by  the  members  of  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Act  Committee  as  well  as  by  the  Board  of  Control’s 
inspectors.  From  the  reports  subsequently  received  it  would  appear  that 
the  patients  are  being  adequately  cared  for  and  that  the  facilities  provided 
for  the  training  of  defectives  are  satisfactory. 

The  patieuts  who  are  in  institutions  outside  the  County  are  accommodated 
as  follows  : — 


Females.  Males. 


Aston  House,  Birkenhead  1 — 

Bedford  Court,  Worcesters! ire  — 1 

Brentry  Colony,  Bristol  — 1 

Caersws,  Montgomeryshire  1 — 

Cumnor  Rise,  Oxford  2 — 

Dr.  Barnardo’s,  Barkingside  ......  1 — 

Eagle  House,  Mitcham  1 — 

Hashing,  Godaiming  1 

Helping  Hand  Home,  Highgate  1 — 

Hermitage  Home,  Fairwarp  1 — 

H0I5,  Innocents,  Exeter  — — 

Mary  Bendy,  Sandlebridge  — 1 

Mount  Tabor,  Basingstoke  3 — 

Princess  Christian’s  Colony,  Hildenborough  1 — 

Royal  Earleswood,  Redhill — 4 

Royal  Fort,  Bristol  2 — 

St.  Joseph’s,  Sheffield  — — 

St.  Mary’s,  Alton  3 — 

St.  Mary’s.  Painswick  — — 

School  of  Handicraft,  Burlton  — 1 

Stoke  Park,  Bristol  17  14 

Whittington  Hall  Chesterfield  1 — 


A representative  of  the  Central  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  attended 
each  institution  for  a fortnight  and  gave  instruction  to  the  staff  in  the  modern 
methods  of  education  and  training  for  mental  defectives. 

Holiday  leave  was  granted  to  23  patients  during  the  year.  Prior  to 
any  leave  being  granted  enquiries  are  made  to  ascertain  both  whether  the 
home  circumstances  and  facilities  for  the  supervision  of  the  defective  are 
satisfactory. 

In  1938,  27  defective  patients  were  admitted  to  institutions,  5 were 
released  on  licence,  4 were  discharged  from  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  and 
6 died. 
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Statutory  Supervision. 

There  were  127  defectives  under  statutory  supervision  during  the  year. 
All  cases  were  visited  quarterly  by  the  County  Health  Visitors,  who  submitted 
reports  to  the  county  medical  officer. 


Voluntary  Supervision. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  126  patients  under  voluntar}^  super- 
vision. All  were  seen  at  regular  intervals  by  the  county  health  visitors  who 
submitted  reports  to  the  county  medical  officer. 


bund  persons  act,  1920. 

The  report  of  the  Berkshire  County  Blind  Society  showed  that  there 
were  300  persons  on  their  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  compared  with 
305  in  the  year  1937.  During  the  year  37  new  cases  were  registered. 

Table  showing  causes  of  blindness  of  all  cases  registered,  under  the 


provision  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  in  1938. 

Arterio  sclerosis  1 

Cataract  14 

Cataract  and  diabetes  2 

Congenital  Syphylis  2 

Detached  retina  2 

Foreign  body  in  eye  1 

Glaucoma  5 

Myopia  3 

Neuro-retinitis  and  glaucoma  1 

Old  age  1 

Optic  neuritis  1 

Senile  macula  degeneration  1 

Unknown  3 


The  total  number  of  cases  referred  to  the  certifying  ophthalmic  surgeons 
was  43  and,  of  these,  6 were  certified  as  not  being  blind  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  37  cases  certified  as  blind  is  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 

Over  70  70  to  60  60  to  50  60  to  40  40  to  30 

Age  years  years  years  years  years 

No.  of  cases  19  10  3 4 1 
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During  the  year  4 persons  who  had  previously  been  certified  as  blind 
were  removed  from  the  register  as  their  sight  had  improved  so  much  that 
they  no  longer  came  under  the  definition  of  a blind  person.  26  blind  persons 
died  and  12  left  the  county  to  reside  in  other  areas. 

Home  teachers  made  468  domiciliary  visits  to  blind  persons  and  gav^ 
instructions  in  the  following  subjects  : — Braille,  Moon-type,  cane  work, 
rush  seating,  mat  making  and  knitting. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  16  blind  h,ome  workers  in  the  county 
15  of  whom  were  supervised  by  the  visitors  from  Swiss  Cottage  Blind  Institu- 
tion and  1 b}"  a visitor  from  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind. 

Domicilam^  assistance  was  granted  to  65  blind  persons  and  the  wages  of 
the  16  blind  home  workers  were  augmented. 

Certificates  were  given  to  18  blind  persons  enabling  them  to  receive 
free  wireless  licences. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  1 blind  adult  was  being  trained  at  the  Swiss 
Cottage  Blind  Institution  and  3 children  were  receiving  instructions  at  the 
following  approved  schools  for  the  blind  : — 

Swiss  Cottage,  London. 

Sunshine  Home,  Leamington  Spa. 
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TABLE  XVI. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

The  following  table  gives  the  hospital  accommodation  available  and 
used  by  Berkshire  residents  : — 


Name. 

Address. 

Type  of  Hospital. 

Available 

Beds. 

* Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  

Reading  

General  

251 

* ,,  (Blagrave  Extension)  

Calcot 

Convalescent 

64 

Battle  Hospital 

Reading  

General  

310 

*King  Edward  VII  Hospital 

Windsor 

General 

210 

*Wantage  Cottage  Hospital  

Wantage 

General  

20 

*Wallingford  Cottage  Hospital 

Wallingford 

General 

18 

♦Maidenhead  Hospital 

Maidenhead 

General 

66 

♦Newbury  District  Hospital 

Newbury 

General  

64 

♦Faringdon  Cottage  Hospital 

Faringdon 

General 

10 

♦Abingdon  Cottage  Hospital 

Abingdon 

General 

30 

Cold  Ash  Children's  Hospital 

Cold  Ash,  Newbury 

Convalescent 
(Medical  & Surgical) 

36 

♦Radcliffe  Infirmary  

Oxford  

General 

331 

♦ „ (Maternity  Hospital)  

Oxford  

44 

♦ ,,  (Sunnyside) 

Oxford  

Convalescent 

30 

Ascot  Royal  Victoria  Home 

Ascot 

General  

0 

Wingfie’d  Morris  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  

Headington 

Orthopaedic,  Tuber- 
cular and  others 

180 

♦Savernake  Hospital  

Wilts  

General 

100 

Denotes  hospital  with  contributory  scheme  of  which  many  residents  take  advantage* 
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I.OCAI.  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1929. 


Public  Assistance  Institutions. 


Accommodation  for  either  sick  or  infirm  patients  is  provided  at  the 
public  assistance  institutions  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Number  of  beds  Number  of  beds 


Institution.  for  sick  patients  for  infirm  and 

house  patients. 

Hungerford  41  82 

Maidenhead  90  1C9 

Newbury  128  90 

Wallingford  84  101 

Wantage  35  44 

Windsor  211  29 

Wokingham  86  76 


The  beds  maintained  for  sick  patients  were  in  almost  constant  use  at 
Maidenhead,  Old  Windsor  and  Wokingham  Institutions.  There  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  '‘acute  sick  cases"  as  compared  with  the  return  for  the 
previous  year.  The  majority  of  patients  however  v/ere  elderly  people  suffering 
from  incurable  and  chronic  complaints. 

All  patients  requiring  specialised  treatment  are  transferred  to  an  appro- 
priate voluntary  hospital.  Maintenance  fees  are  paid  for  all  such  cases. 

Particulars  regarding  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  mxaternity 
wards  at  Maidenhead,  Old  Windsor,  Wallingford  and  Wokingham  Institu- 
tions have  been  given  at  an  earlier  stage  of  this  report. 

Forty-two  mental  patients  who  have  been  transferred  from  the  Berk- 
shire Mental  Hospital,  are  maintained  at  the  Hungerford  Institution. 

Nursery  accommodation  for  children  under  3 years  of  age  is  provided 
at  Maidenhead,  Newbury,  and  Old  Windsor  Institutions.  51  beds  are  avail- 
able for  this  purpose. 


Children  over  3 years  are  maintained  at  the  following  public  assistance 
cottage  homes  : — 


Place. 

Easthamipstead 

Maidenhead 

Wallingford 

Windsor 

Wokingham 


Number  of  children 
accomimodated. 
30 
50 
46 
32 
18 


All  children  receive  training  whilst  in  the  cottage  homes,  those  of  school 
age  attend  local  elementary  schools,  in  some  instances  they  are  sent  to  special 
colonies  for  training  and  suitable  employment  is  found  v/hen  necessary. 
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PUBIviC  ASSISTANCE  MEDICAE  OUT-REIJEF. 

Medical  treatment  is  provided  by  49  part  time  medical  officers,  employed 
by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  to  all  patients  referred  to  them  by  the 
Relieving  Officers. 


AMBUEANCE  FACIEITIES. 

Infectious  Diseases.  Ambulances  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  are  stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Abingdon,  Maidenhead 
Newbury  and  Wallingford. 


Non-Infectious  Cases.  The  vSt.  John’s  Ambulance  and  Home  Service 
Ambulance  Committee  of  the  Order  and  Society  have  ambulances  stationed 
at  Abingdon,  Bracknell,  Didcot,  Hungerford,  Newbury  and  Wallingford. 

Other  ambulances  are  stationed  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading 
the  Wantage  Cottage  Hospital,  and  the  Maidenhead  Corporation’s  Fire  and 
Ambulance  Station. 

The  county  council  pays  ambulance  charges  of  : — 

(1)  Tuberculous  cases  removed,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer,  to  an  institution  for  the  treatment  of 
tuberculosis. 

(2)  Maternity  cases,  when  removed  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
private  medical  practioner,  to  hospital. 

MIEK  SUPPEY. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  l,Cb6  registered  cowkeepers  in  the 
county,  a decrease  as  compared  with  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  OF 
this  number  112  were  licensed  to  produce  tuberculin,  tested  milk  and  288 
accredited  milk.  The  number  of  attested  herds  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Tuberculosis  (Attested  Herds)  Scheme  was  47.  The  number  of  licences 
granted  for  the  production  of  designated  milk  showed  a marked  increase. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Consolidation  Act,  1915.  Section  8 empowers  local 
authorities  to  take  samples  of  milk  consigned  to  their  district  from  outside 
areas.  If,  on  examination,  any  sample  is  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli, 
notice  to  this  effect  is  sent  to  the  medical  officer  of  health  of  the  area  in 
which  the  milk  was  produced.  During  the  year  notices  were  received  from 
the  following  authorities  : — 


Number  of  samples 
containing  tubercle 


Eocal  Authority.  bacilli. 

West  Berks  United  vSanitary  Districts  5 

P>ucks  County  Council  4 

Eondon  County  Council  9 
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The  milk  from  which  these  samples  were  taken  was  stated  to  have  been 
produced  in  the  following  districts  in  this  County  : — 


Abingdon  Rural  

Cool  h m Rural  

Faringdon  Rural 
Fungerford  Rural 

Newbury  Rural  

Newbury  Urban 

Wallingford  Rural 

Wantage  Rural  

Wokingham  Rural 


No.  of  samples. 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 


On  receipt  of  such  notices,  information  is  forwarded  to  the  Divisional 
\’'eterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  who  makes 
an}'  necessary  investigations.  The  number  of  cows  found  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  as  a result  of  these  investigations  was  14, 


Section  2 of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938,  requires  every  person  having 
in  his  possession  or  under  his  charge  : — 

1 . any  cow  which  is  or  appears  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the 
udder,  indurated  udder,  or  other  chronic  disease  of  the  udder,  or 

2.  any  bovine  animal  is  or  appears  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculous 
emaciation,  or 

3.  any  bovine  animal  which  is  suffering  from  chronic  cough  and  show- 
ing definite  clinical  signs  of  tuberculosis  shall  with  all  practicable 
speed  give  notice  of  the  fact  to  a constable  of  the  police  force  for 
the  area  wherein  the  animal  is,  or  to  a Veterinary  Inspector. 


The  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  reports  there  were  138  confirmed 
cases  of  tuberculosis  found  under  the  Tuberculosis  Orders,  1925  and  1938, 
and  all  these  animals  were  slaughtered. 

The  County  Agricultural  Department  takes  samples  of  milk  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  at  regular  intervals  and  undertakes  a large  amount  of 
advisory  work  in  connection  with  clean  milk  production. 

Reports  are  also  submitted  to  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Committee  on  the 
sanitar}^  circumstances  of  premises  where  milk  is  produced. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Agricultural 
Organiser’s  staff  during  1938  : — 

(a)  previous  to  granting  a licence  for  the  production  of 


a graded  milk  188 

(b)  after  the  granting  of  a licence  for  the  production  of 

a graded  milk 585 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination  ......  2753 

Number  of  samples  submitted  for  investigation  work 

(where  trouble  had  to  be  traced)  186 

Visits  of  advice  apart  from  above  34 
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SALES  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

In  the  major  part  of  the  County  area  samples  of  milk,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  above  Act,  are  taken  by  the  county  police  ; samples  of  all  other  foods 
are  taken  by  inspectors  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department.  The 
Boroughs  of  Newbury  and  New  VvTndsor  have  separate  arrangements  for 
sampling.  All  samples  are  submitted  to  the  county  analyst  for  examina- 
tion and  report. 

The  following  summary  gives  the  particulars  of  samples  taken  : — 
Number  of  Number  Number 

samples  genuine  adulterated  Prosecutions  Convictions 


Newbury  Borough  57  57 

New  Windsor  Borough  73  71  2 1 1 

Remainder  of  County  813  780  33  15  5 


Total 943  9^8  35  16  6 


The  number  of  samples  taken  v/as  943  as  compared  wdth  700  in  the 
previous  year.  The  percentage  of  adulterated  samples  to  the  total 
number  taken  was  3.71,  compared  v/ith  7.14  in  1937. 
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TABLE  XVII. 


SAMPLES  ANALYSED  DURING  1938. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


CO 

Sam 

pies  ta' 

ken 

Articles. 

Samp  les 
taken. 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

1 

d 

o 

"p 

O 

o 

cn 

O 

Convictions 

Newbury 

Borough. 

New 

Windsor 

Borough. 

Remainder 

of  I 

County,  I 

Ammon.  Tine.  Quinine  

1 

1 

1 

Arrowroot 

3 

3 

3 

Baking  Powder  

6 

6 

6 

Brandy 

6 

6 



6 

Bread 

4 

4 

4 

Butter  

18 

18 

7 

11 

Camphorated  Oil  

4 

4 

4 

Castor  Oil 

3 

3 

3 

Cheese  

11 

11 

4 

7 

Cinnamon 

2 

2 

2 

Cocoa 

6 

6 

1 

5 

Coffee  

7 - 

7 

2 

5 

Condensed  Milk  

7 

7 

1 

6 

Cornflour 

6 

6 

6 

Cream  

10 

10 

2 

3 

5 

Currants  

2 

2 

2 

Custard  Powder  

5 

5 

.5 

Dried  Apricots  

1 

1 

1 

Dried  Milk  

3 

3 

3 

Dripping  

4 

4 

4 

Egg  Substitute  

4 

4 

4 

Extract  of  Coffee  and  chicory’ 

1 

1 

1 

Fish  Paste  

4 

4 

4 

Flour  

2 

2 

2 

Gin  

6 

6 

6 

Glvcerine  

5 

5 

5 

Ground  Rice 

2 

2 

2 

Honey  

1 

1 

1 

Jam  

8 

8 

3 

5 

Lard  

10 

10 

2 

8 

Lemonade  Powder 

3 

3 

3 

Macaroni  _.. 

2 

2 

2 

Malt  Vinegar 

2 

2 

2 

Margarine 

10 

10 

1 

2 

7 

Milk  

677 

643 

34 

16 

6. 

42 

26 

609 

Mincemeat 

1 

1 

1 

Mustard  

4 

4 

2 

2 

Oatmeal  

4 

4 

4 

Olive  Oil 

8 

8 

4 

4 

Pearl  Barley  

2 

2 

2 

Pepper 

7 

7 

2 

5 

Pork  Sausages  

2 

2 

2 

Pra''.\iis  (Bottles) 

1 

1 

1 

Prunes 

Rice  

Rolled  Oats  

Rum  

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Salvolatile 

2 

2 

2 

Sausages 

6 

6 

3 

3 

Spiritous  Iodine 

1 

1 

1 

Suet  

2 

2 

...... 

2 

Su?ar 

7 

7 

5 

2 

Sultanas  

1 

1 

1 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Xitre  

3 

2 

1 

3 

Tea  

11 

11 

4 

2 

5 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

Tinned  Corn  Beef  

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Tinned  Cream 

Tinned  Fish 

2 

5 

2 

5 

2 

5 

Vinegar 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Whisky  

13 

13 

13 

Total  

943 

908 

35 

16 

6 

57 

1 ^ ^ 

73 

813 
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The  following  enquiries  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  held  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  sewerage,  water  supply  and  refuse  disposal  scheme  : — 


Rural  District  of  Wantage. 
19th  January,  1938. 

Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £21,000 
for  purposes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
for  the  contributory  place  of  Harwell. 

Borough  of  Windsor. 

18th  February,  1938. 

Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £9,888 
for  purposes  of  sewerage. 

Borough  of  Abingdon. 

21st  June,  1938 

Application  for  consent  to  borrow  (a) 
£1,793  in  respect  of  excess  expenditure  on 
works  of  sewerage  and  (b)  £1,000  for  pur- 
poses of  sewerage  in  Northcourt  Road. 

Rural  District  of  Newbury 
30th  June,  1938 

Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £29,200 
for  purposes  of  sewerage  for  the  contribu- 
tory place  of  Thatcharn. 

Rural  District  of  Wokingham 
14th  July,  1938. 

Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £218,000 
for  purposes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  dis- 
posal for  the  contributory  places  of  Earley, 
Ruscombe,  Sonning,  Twyford,  Winnersh 
and  Woodley. 

Borough  of  Wallingford. 

6th  December,  1938. 

Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £5,500 
for  purposes  of  sewerage. 

Borough  of  Wallingford. 

24th  February,  1938. 

Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £6,000 
for  purposes  of  water  supply. 

Rural  District  of  East- 
hampstead. 

9th  June,  1938 

Application  for  consent  to  borrow  £660 
for  the  purchase  of  land  at  Long  Hill  Road 
for  refuse  disposal  purposes. 

PUBTIC  HEAIvTH  ACT,  1936.  SECTION  107. 

Grants  were  made  towards  Sewerage  and  Water  Supply  Schemes  to  the  follow- 
ing Rural  District  Councils  : — 

Faringdon  Rurar  District  Councit. 

Ashbury  vSewerage  Disposal  Scheme. 

Great  Faringdon  Sewerage  Disposal  Scheme. 

vShrivenham  Sewerage  Disposal  Scheme. 

Baulking  Water  Supply  Scheme. 
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Wantage  Rurae  District  Councie. 

East  Hendred  Sewerage  Disposal  Scheme. 

East  Challow  Sewerage  Disposal  Scheme. 

Ardington  and  Eockinge  Sewerage  Disposal  Scheme, 

East  Hanney  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

West  Hanney  Water  Supply  vScheme. 

Goosey  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

Brightwalton  and  Chaddleworth  Water  Supply  Scheme 

East  and  West  Challow,  Childrey,  etc.,  Water  Supply 
Scheme. 

Blewbury  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

Harwell  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

Hermitage  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

Hungerford  Rurae  District  Councie. 

Eambourn  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

Kintbury  Water  Supply  Scheme. 

Bradfieee)  Rurae  District  Councie. 

Theale  Sewerage  Scheme. 
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TABI.E  A.— CHIEF  STATISTICS,  1938. 


Administrative  County  of  Berkshire. 


Population 

Population. 

Population. 

Birth-Rate 

Net 

Death 

Rate 

aEpidemic 

Death-Rate 

aDeath-Rate 

from 

Diarrhoea 

Death-Rate 

from 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Death-Rate 

from 

Cancer, 

Infantile 

Mortality 

By 

Census 

1921 

By 

Census 

1931 

*By  Estimate 
1938 for  Birth- 
Rate  and 
Death-Rate, 

Area 

in 

Acres 

Per 

Acre, 

1931 

j Inhabited 
Houses 

1 1931 

Per 

House 

1931 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1936 

19371938 

Urban  Districts 

67,399 

79,142 

79950 

20,891 

3.8 

19,031 

4.15 

13.5 

13.2 

12.8 

12.4 

13.1 

13.2 

.08 

.1 

.2 

.01 

.05 

.07 

.4 

,3 

.6 

1.6 

1.7 

1.9 

36 

34 

52 

Rural  Districts 

135,144 

135,162 

147900 

433834 

0 .31 

33.571 

4.02 

14.1 

14.5 

14.9 

11.0 

11.5 

10.7 

.08 

.1 

.1 

.02 

.04 

.01 

.4 

.4 

.2 

1.5 

1.6 

1.5 

40 

48 

35 

County 

202543 

214304 

227850 

454725 

0.5 

52602 

4.07 

13.9 

14.1 

14.2 

11.5 

12.1 

11.6 

.08 

,1 

•1 

.01 

.04 

.03 

.4 

.3 

.4 

1.6 

1.6 

1.6 

39 

43 

40 

Urban  Districts 

1 Abingdon  Boro’ 

7165 

7829 

7989 

1713 

4.6 

1960 

3.99 

16.8 

13.1 

12.3 

13.3 

10.9 

12.2 

.7 

.2 

.6 

2.1 

1.5 

2.1 

15 

9 

60 

2 Maidenhead  Boro 

16730 

22588 

23070 

5007 

4.5 

5464 

4.13 

13.5 

13.0 

13.6 

11.7 

13.2 

12.7 

.04 

.04 

.2 

.04 

,1 

.4 

.5 

.8 

1.5 

1.6 

1.7 

38 

30 

69 

3 Newbury  Boro’ 

12295 

14242 

14710 

2612 

5.5 

3728 

3.81 

12.8 

13.0 

13.9 

13.5 

140 

13.0 

.2 

.3 

.06 

.06 

.1 

,06 

.2 

.3 

.4 

1,6 

1.9 

1.7 

37 

52 

39 

4 New  Windsor  Boro 

20122 

20287 

19430 

4616 

4.4 

4302 

4.71 

14,4 

14.7 

13.0 

11.6 

13.0 

13.3 

.1 

.1 

.3 



,1 

.4 

.3 

.5 

1.4 

1.7 

2.1 

38 

41 

47 

5 Wallingford  Boro 

2726 

3109 

3068 

760 

4.1 

760 

4.09 

11.1 

10.9 

9.4 

9.8 

10.6 

14.3 

.6 

,6 

1.9 

1.3 

29 

30 

34 

6 Wantage 

3886 

3793 

4177 

2797 

1.4 

919 

4.12 

12.4 

12.5 

10.7 

12.9 

14.7 

15.0 

.2 

.4 

2 

,7 



1.1 

2.1 

1.9 

2.3 

57 

38 

111 

7 Wokingham  Boro 

4475 

7294 

7506 

3386 

2.2 

1898 

3.84 

11.0 

12.0 

10.5 

14.3 

13.8 

13.9 

.1 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.1 

.1 

1.9 

1.3 

2.2 

48 

11 

Rural  Districts 

1 Abingdon 

. 10311 

11687 

15990 

41225 

0.28 

2955 

3.95 

17,6 

19.9 

19.3 

8.4 

9.1 

10.0 

.1 

.2 

.06 

.06 

.06 

.5 

.3 

.2 

.9 

1.3 

1.2 

43 

29 

41 

2 Bradfield 

14563 

14474 

14940 

53008 

0.27 

3666 

3.94 

12.1 

11.8 

11.4 

11.6 

10,4 

10.5 

.06 

.06 

.06 

.06 

.1  ■ 

.3 

.1 

1.8 

1.4 

1.6 

55 

22 

17 

3 Cookham 

13714 

10271 

10350 

24920 

0.41 

2646 

3.88 

15.1 

14.3 

15.0 

11.7 

13.4 

12.2 

.09 

.09 

.09 

.3 

.4 

2.0 

1.5 

1.3 

57 

67 

64 

4 Easthampstead 

18757 

18010 

19240 

27034 

0.67 

4018 

4.48 

12.0 

11.9 

13.6 

11.6 

11.2 

10.6 

.1 

.05 

.05 

,05 

.05 

.4 

.5 

.5 

1,4 

1.8 

1.3 

43 

64 

34 

5 Faringdon 

10101 

9649 

9230 

55726 

0.17 

2567 

3.75 

13.8 

15.2 

15.0 

11.4 

14.2 

11.0 

.3 

•1 

,2 

.4 

2.3 

1.7 

1.1 

46 

35 

43 

6 Hungerford 

8320 

8706 

8454 

44817 

0.19 

2255 

3,58 

15.9 

13.2 

16.9 

10-8 

15.2 

11.6 

.5 

.1 

.5 

1.0 

2.2 

2.0 

21 

70 

6 

7 Newbury 

10669 

11110 

11700 

41660 

0.27 

2879 

3.85 

11,9 

11.7 

13.5 

10.4 

11.1 

10.7 

.08 

.08 

.2 

.1 

.2 

1.4 

1.7 

1.3 



65 

25 

8 Wallingford 

8846 

9464 

11720 

21772 

0.43 

2155 

4.39 

18  5 

18.3 

18.0 

9.9 

8.7 

8.2 

.08 

.1 

.1 

,08 

.1 

.7 

.6 

.2 

1.2 

.5 

1.4 

47 

74 

28 

9 Wantage 

11704 

11673 

11740 

74179 

0.16 

3116 

3,74 

12.6 

15.3 

15.6 

11.9 

11.3 

13.5 

.1 



.08 

.9 

.5 

.08 

1.4 

2.0 

1.7 

27 

27 

59 

10  Windsor 

9690 

9868 

9326 

8665 

1.14 

2099 

4.70 

11.2 

13.8 

12.0 

10.9 

11.8 

10.8 

.1 

.2 

.3 

.2 

2.1 

1.5 

1.5 

9 

38 

26 

11  Wokingham 

18469 

20250 

25210 

40828 

0.50 

5215 

3.88 

14  6 

14.6 

14.5 

11.7 

12.2 

10.4 

.1 

.2 

.3 



.04 

.3 

.5 

.1 

1.7 

1.8 

1.7 

50 

46 

32 

The  Epidemic  Death-rate  refers  to  the  Deaths  from  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough  Diphtheria,  "Fever”  (including  Enteric)  and  Diarrhoea. 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  at  ages  above  2 years  are  excluded,  but  deaths  from  Enteritis  under  2 years  are  included, 

* Civil  population  only 


49 


TABLE  B.— CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  1938. 

Administrative  County  of  Berks. 


Net  Deaths  at  1 

;he  subjo 

ined  Ages 

; of  " Residents,"  whether  occurring  w 
the  County. 

ithin  or  without 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1 year 

1 and 
under 

2 years 

2 and 
under 

6 years 

6 and 
under 

1 6 years 

15  and 
under 
25  years 

25  and 
under 
35  years 

35  and 
under 
45  years 

46  and 
under 
56  years 

56  and 
under 
65  years 

66  and 
under 
76  years 

76  and 
up- 
wards 

T)rphoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2 





1 

1 





1 

.... 

Measles  



9 

3 

2 

3 

...... 



„.... 



..... 

Scarlet  fever  



1 



' 1 

Whooping  cough 

13 



1 









Diphtheria  



1 

1 

3 

9 



1 





..... 

Influenza  



37 



3 

1 

3 

1 

6 

9 

13 

Encephalitis  lethargica 















Cerebro-spinal  fever  



3 

2 





1 



Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  



92 

1 

17 

17 

18 

18 

11 

8 

2 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  



27 

3 

2 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Syphilis 

4 





1 



1 

2 

..... 



Genera  1 paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

8 





1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

..... 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  



377 





1 

5 

5 

62 

90 

123 

101 

Diabetes  

32 



...... 

..... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

14 

9 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc 

140 





..... 



1 

2 

8 

22 

4.0 

67 

Heart  disease  

680 

1 



6 

4 

14 

38 

118 

197 

303 

Aneurysm  



13 





1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

217 



1 

2 

13 

20 

68 

113 

Bronchitis  

71 

4 

1 

1 

1 



1 

6 

6 

7 

45 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  



126 

14 

6 

8 

5 

3 

3 

7 

11 

17 

30 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases  



22 







1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

3 

7 

Peptic  ulcer 



19 



..... 







2 

6 

6 

4 

3 

Diarrhoea,  etc. 

8 

8 

















Appendicitis  

16 



1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

2 



Cirrhosis  of  liver  

4 









1 

3 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc 

14 







«.... 

1 

1 

3 

9 

Other  digestive  diseases 

65 

4 

1 

6 



1 

3 

3 

7 

11 

20 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

64 



1 

2 

6 

6 

12 

17 

20 

Puerperal  sepsis  

3 



1 

1 

1 





.... 

Other  puerperal  causes  

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth. 

mal- 

6 







1 

3 

1 





..... 

formations,  etc 



82 

80 





2 



..... 



Senility  

134 





12 

122 

Suicide  

30 



..... 

4 

4 

8 

3 

10 

1 

Other  violence  

113 

3 



6 

9 

26 

14 

6 

13 

6 

9 

24 

Other  defined  diseases 

213 

8 

3 

4 

10 

10 

7 

13 

18 

30 

64 

66 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  



17 

1 

— 

..... 

..... 

1 



3 

6 

6 

All  Causes  

- 

2,661 

132 

16 

31 

49 

73 

79 

99 

212 

377 

634 

949 

-'<4. 
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TABLE  C.— CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH,  1938. 

Urban  Districts. 
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Deaths  belon 

ging  to 

all  Urban  Districts. 

Deaths  belongin; 

a 

g to  each  District  {a1 
11  ages). 

t 

Causb  or  Death. 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1 year 

1 and 
under 
2 

years 

2 and 
under 
5 

years 

5 and 
under 
15 

years 

16  and 
under 
25 

years 

25  and 
under 
35 

years 

35  and 
under 
45 

years 

45  and 
under 
55 

years 

55  and 
under 
65 

years 

65  and 
under 
75 

yeais 

75  and 
up- 
wards 

§2 

'S’S. 

^2 

1 

rd 

to 

^•2 
p 0 

£1  CQ 

(U 

!z; 

TD  bo 
11 

u to 

•as 

■1^ 

$ 

6 

to 

-4-> 

a M 
-1,0 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

...... 

....„ 

....„ 

....„ 

Measles  

8 

3 

2 

3 









...... 



’“2 



Scarlet  fever  















..... 

Whooping  cough  



















..... 

Diphtheria  

4 

3 



1 







3 



1 

Influenza  

12 

1 



2 



2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

3 

"4 

2 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  lethargica  



















Cerebro-spinal  fever  





















Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  

49 









8 

9 

14 

7 

7 

3 

1 

5 

19 

6 

11 

2 

5 

1 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 



1 

1 







3 

1 

2 







Syphilis  

3 













1 

2 



1 

1 





1 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

7 



1 

2 



2 

2 





2 

2 

‘"3 







Cancer,  malignant  disease  

155 





1 

1 

2 

18 

30 

59 

44 

17 

40 

26 

41 

4 

10 

17 

Diabetes  

9 





1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc 

57 







1 

”4 

8 

17 

27 

5 

12 

14 

14 

1 

3 

8 

Heart  disease  

258 



...... 

1 

1 

6 

11 

41 

83 

115 

10 

83 

39 

66 

12 

17 

31 

Aneurysm 

3 







1 



2 

1 

1 



1 

..... 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

92 









1 

2 

6 

9 

26 

48 

6 

12 

41 

17 

6 

3 

7 

Bronchitis  

16 





1 

3 

1 

11 

3 

4 

4 

3 

2 



..... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

61 

6 

*‘"4 

4 

3 



1 

4 

8 

8 

13 

10 

3 

25 

6 

19 

1 

2 

6 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

11 



1 



1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

3 

4 

Peptic  ulcer 

9 











1 

1 

2 

2 

3 



3 

4 

2 





Diarrhoea,  etc. 

6 

6 















4 

2 



...... 



Appendicitis  

6 



1 

1 



1 

1 

1 



2 



1 

1 



1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  

2 





1 



1 



1 

1 







Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc 

10 

1 

2 

7 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases  

25 

1 

1 

4 



1 

3 

2 

‘"2 

2 

9 



6 

5 

9 

3 

2 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

21 









2 

3 

6 

4 

6 

5 

7 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Puerperal  sepsis  

1 









1 









1 





..... 

Other  puerperal  causes  

2 







1 

1 







2 







Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  mal- 

formations, etc 

36 

35 





1 







4 

15 

6 

6 

1 

4 



Senility  

56 









1 

55 

15 

6 

6 

10 

1 

1 

17 

Suicide 

10 



2 

"4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

5 

I 

Other  violence 

40 

1 

4 

"'2 

3 

4 

2 

4 

2 

4 

14 

5 

’ll 

5 

13 

I 

3 

2 

Other  defined  diseases  

73 

2 

1 

3 

4 

5 

7 

9 

19 

23 

9 

21 

11 

19 

1 

6 

6 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  

9 

1 







4 

4 

4 

1 

3 

1 

All  Causes  

1056 

55 

8 

15 

18 

22 

24 

50 

83 

135 

255 

391 

98 

294  1 

192 

260 

44 

63 

105 

51 


TABLE  D.— CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH,  1938. 

Rural  Districts. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  

Measles  

Scarlet  fever  

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Encephalitis  lethargica  

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  

Other  tuberculous  diseases  

Syphilis  

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

Diabetes  

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc 

Heart  disease  

Aneurysm  

Other  circulatory  diseases  

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

Other  respiratory  diseases  

Peptic  ulcer 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  

Appendicitis  

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc 

Other  digestive  diseases  

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

Puerpeial  sepsis  

Other  puerperal  causes 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth  mal- 
formations, etc 

Senility  

Suicide 

Other  violence  

Other  defined  diseases  

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  


All  causes 


De 

aths  belonging 

to  all  Rural 

Districts. 

Deaths  belongii 

ig  to  e; 

ach  Dii 

strict  (i 

^t  all  a 

iges). 

T3 

1 and 

2 and 

6 and 

16  and 

25  and 

35  and 

45  and 

56  and 

66  and 

76  and 

§ 

2 

e 

rt 

a 

o 

•a 

'S 

o 

t: 

'g 

o 

% 

& 

o 

All 

Under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

-q 

n 

cU 

g 

So 

1 

•2 

ci 

'O 

Ages 

1 year 

2 

years 

6 

years 

15 

years 

25 

years 

35 

years 

45 

years 

55 

years 

65 

years 

75 

years 

wards 

'2 

< 

w 

o 

o 

U 

<§ 

W 

a 

p 

K 

0) 

1 

a 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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..... 



1 























1 

1 

1 

...... 









...... 









...... 

1 



9 



3 

6 





1 



1 



1 





26 

1 





1 

1 

i 

1 

4 

8 

8 

2 

7 

5 



1 

3 

1 

























3 

2 







..... 

1 







1 





1 

...» 

1 

..... 



43 

1 



9 

8 

4 

11 

4 

6 

1 

4 

2 

5 

10 

5 

3 

3 

2 

21 

3 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

2 



1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 











1 







1 



1 









1 

..... 







M.... 

222 

4 

3 

34 

60 

64 

57 

20 

24 

14 

26 

11 

17 

16 

17 

20 

14 

23 

1 

1 

1 

6 

9 

6 

1 

6 

3 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

83 

....- 

1 

1 

4 

14 

23 

40 

13 

3 

5 

7 

9 

15 

7 

2 

8 

5 

422 

1 

3 

8 

27 

77 

114 

188 

34 

30 

40 

49 

39 

24 

26 

19 

49 

38 

10 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 



1 

125 

....„ 

..... 

7 

1 1 

42 

65 

10 

28 

10 

11 

4 

8 

20 

3 

9 

5 

55 

1 

1 



1 

4 

3 

6 

34 

10 

5 

2 

6 

8 

3 

6 

6 

4 

3 

64 

8 

2 

4 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

9 

17 

11 

3 

9 

8 

8 

1 

1 

9 

6 

5 

2 

1 1 







2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 



....„ 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

10 









1 

4 

3 

2 

1 

...... 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

...... 



...... 







I 









11 



1 



1 

6 

1 





1 

2 

2 

2 





1 

1 

2 







2 





1 





1 





4 

30 

*3 



...... 



1 

...... 

5 

1 

9 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

5 

5 

43 

1 

2 

4 

3 

6 

13 

14 

6 

9 

3 

5 

1 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 



1 







1 



...... 



3 

46 

45 





1 

2 

1 









1 

7 

3 

8 

4 

6 

2 

3 

I 

7 

2 

78 

20 

:::: 

:: 



2 

4 

4 

....„ 

11 

7 

67 

13 

1 

4 

2 

3 

19 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

5 

6 

6 

73 

....- 

...... 

7 

22 

10 

4 

9 

3 

5 

10 

7 

2 

5 

13 

2 

6 

4 

6 

9 

5 

140 

6 

3 

3 

7 

6 

7 

8 

11 

21 

35 

33 

15 

20 

7 

22 

10 

4 

11 

8 

17 

6 

8 



1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1596 

77 

8 

16 

31 

61 

55 

48 

130 

242 

379 

558 

160 

168 

127 

204 

102 

98 

126 

97 

169 

101 

2 

1 


6 

6 


4 

4 


43 

3 

9 

76 

17 

3 

12 

1 


..... 

7 

6 

1 


6 

17 

3 

16 

20 


263 


Wokingham 


